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lu Jxmth, Co God let memory clings 

Before dc^iff! aha]] fail or wu.hr, 
Or «'^r be loosed life's silver Ftring, 

Or bowl tit fountain rent in twain; 
For man Co his long home doth go 3 

And mourners, j^njuji bruubil Lin ural 
Our dust to ilust again must (fow p 

And spirits unto God return. 




FRJEXDSBIP. 5IORALTTT. DKOTilFltLT LOTH 



The working tools of a Master ManOit, Trhicn are illustrated, 
in tlits section, are all the implements of Masonry i n discrimi- 
nate ]y, but more especial I j the troutei. 
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THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. 



not a single Templar escaped : they were slain to a man, and the 



dead 



ill-fated 



were 



in 



)dies of the Master and h 
triumph from the walls.* 
Bertrand db De Tremelay was succeeded (a. d. 1154) by Brother Bertrand 
B a^d?Ti54. T * de Blanquefort, a knight of a noble family of Guienne, called by 
William of Tyre a pious and God-fearing man. 

The Templars continued to be the foremost in every encounter 
with the Mussulmen, and the Monkish writers exult in the num- 
ber of infidels they sent to hell. A proportionate number of the 
fraternity must at the same time have ascended to heaven, for the 
slaughter amongst them was terrific. On Tuesday, June 19, 
a. d. 1156, they were drawn into an ambuscade whilst marching 
with Baldwin, king of Jerusalem, near Tiberias, three hundred 
of the brethren were slain on the field of battle, and eighty-seven 
fell into the hands of the enemy, among whom was Bertrand de 
Blanquefort himself, and Brother Odo, marshal of the kingdom.*f- 
Shortly afterwards, thirty Knights Templars put to flight, slaugh- 
tered, and captured, two hundred infidels ;J and in a night attack 
on the camp of Noureddin, they compelled that famous chieftain 
to fly, without arms and half-naked, from the field of battle. In 
this last affair the names of Robert Mansel, an Englishman, and 
Gilbert de Lacy, preceptor of the Temple of Tripoli, are honour- 
ably mentioned. § The services of the Templars were gratefully 
acknowledged in Europe, and the Pope, in a letter written in their 
behalf to the Archbishop of Rheims, his legate in France, cha- 

* Anselmi Gemblacensis Citron, ad arm. 1153. Will. Tyr. lib. xvii. cap. 27. 
f Captus est inter caeteros ibi Bertrandus de Blanquefort, Magister Militia; Templi, 
vir religiosus ac timens Deum. Will. Tyr. lib. xviii. cap. 14. Registr. episl. apud 
Martene vet. script, torn. ii. col. 647. 

t Milites Templi circa triginta, ducentos Paganorum euntcs ad nuphas verterent in 
fugam, et divino praesidio comitante, omnes partim ceperunt, partim gladio trucidarunt. 
Registr. episl. ut sup. col. 647. 
§ Will. Tyr. lib. xix. cap. 8. 



racterizes them as " New Maccabees, far famed and most valiant Bkrtrand ds 
champions of the Lord." " The assistance," says the Pope, A . D . 1154. 
" rendered by those holy warriors to all Christendom, their zeal 
and valour, and untiring exertions in defending from the perse- 
cution and subtilty of the filthy Pagans, those sacred places which 
have been enlightened by the corporal presence of our Saviour, 
we doubt not have been spread abroad throughout the world, and 
are known, not only to the neighbouring nations, but to all those 
who dwell at the remotest corners of the earth." The holy 
pontiff exhorts the archbishop to procure for them all the succour 
possible, both in men and horses, and to exert himself in their 
favour among all his suffragan bishops.* 

The fiery zeal and warlike enthusiasm of the Templars were 
equalled, if not surpassed, by the stern fanaticism and religious 
ardour of the followers of Mahomet. " Noureddin fought," says 
his oriental biographer, " like the meanest of his soldiers, saying, 
' Alas ! it is now a long time that I have been seeking martyrdom 
without being able to obtain it/ The Imaum Koteb-ed-din, 
hearing him on one occasion utter these words, exclaimed, * In 
the name of God do not put your life in danger, do not thus 
expose Islam and the Moslems. Thou art their stay and support, 
and if (but God preserve us therefrom) thou shouldest be slain, it 
will be all up with us/ 'Ah! Koteb-ed-deen/ said he, 'what 
hast thou said, who can save Islamf and our country, but that 
great God who has no equal V * What/ said he, on another occa- 
sion, ' do we not look to the security of our houses against robbers 
and plunderers, and shall we not defend religion?' "J 

* Epist. xvi. S. Remensi archiepiscopo et ejus suffraganeis pro ecclesia Jerosoly- 
mitana et militibus Templi, apud Martene vet, script, torn. ii. col. 647. 

+ Islam, the name of the Mahometan religion. The word signifies literally, delivering 
oneself up to God. 

J Keightley's Crusaders. 



FUNERAL DIRGE. 



Solemn strikes the funeral chime I 
Notes of our departing time, 
As we journey here be tow, 
Through a pilgrimage of woo ! 

Mortals now indulge a tear. 
For mortality is neiir \ 
See how wide her trophies wave, 
O'er the slumber* of the grave ! 

Here another guest we bring E 
Seraphs of celestial wing. 
To our funeral altar come — 
Waft this Friend and Brother home 

Lord of all! below — above — 
Fill our hearts with Truth and Lovi 
When dissolves our earthly tic, 
Take us to thy Lodge on high I 



FORMS FOR MASONIC DOCUMENTS. 



FORM OF A TUSPKNSATION TO FORM A NEW LODGE 



Jfa (lie jl/bst Wirralripful Grand blaster of the State of ■ : 

Your petitioners respectfully represent that they are A.7i&e)iF, 
l^ree* tuut A. ccrpted Mvtter Afew^w. Ha v i ag the prosper i ty of th e 
Fraternity at heart, they arc willing to exert their best endeav- 
ors to promote ami diffuse the genuine principles of Masonry. 
For the convenience of their respective dwellings, and for other 
good reasons, they are desirous of forming a new Lodge in the 

of , to be named 

Lodge. In consequence of this deslre T and foi' the good of the 
Craft, they pruy for a warrant, or d ispenyatlon, to empower 
them to assemble as a le^al Lodge, to discharge the da ties of 
Masonry In the several degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow- 
Graft, and Master Mason, In a regular and constitutional man- 
ner, according to the ancient form of the Fraternity,, aud the 
laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge. That they have nom- 
inated and do recommend to be the first Master, 

to be the first Eenior Warden, and to he 

the tirst Junior Warden of said Lodge: that, if the prayer of the 
petition should he granted, they promise a strict conformity to 
all the constitutional laws-, rules, aud regulations of the Grand 
Lodge, 

Tlits petition must he signed by at least eight regular Master 
Masons, one of whom nmst be of the degree of Past Master* and 
recommended by the Lodge nearest the place where the new 
Lodge Is to Lc held* It must be delivered to the Grand Secretary, 
w I nose duty I L is to lay it before the tiratul Lodga* In the reccsa 
of the Grand Lodge, application should be made in the same 
form to the Gmiid Master- 
After a charter Is granted by the Grand Lodge r the Grand 
Master appoint** a day and hour for consecrating, dedicating, 
and constituting the new Lodge, and lor Installing the Master, 
Wardens, and other oJH^i^ 

The Grand Master has power to appoint some worthy Jtur 
Matter* with, full power to consecrate, dedicate, aud cons ti tutu 
the new Lodge* and Install its officers. 



FORM OF RECOMMENDATION. 



Hah ov Loj>qe, No. , A. TJ. IS — , Ah L. utf— . 

This is +o certf ty lb at at a stated meeting of — - Jjodge h 

No.-- ■„ held at (-lie Lodge Room, on the day of 

1 A+ IX l.S — r A. L. oS — p a petitfou was. presented. 

addresned to the M< W« Qraml Lodge (or Grand Master}, signed 
by Urns., {here insert names of petit £tmers}< and praying: for a dis- 
pensation to establish a new Lodge in the l-owu of . 

Whereupon, on motion. It was resolved (the vote being by bat- 
lot) that thts Lodge recommend the establishment of said pro- 
posed Lodge. * 

In "witness ^hereof, I have subscribed my uamo t 
and c&u&ed the seat of our said Lodge to be affixed. 




,W. H. 

Attest: , Sec'y. 

The Lodge recommending and vouching for the petitioners 
should add, after The * In the foregoing form, these words ' 

H * Jtcsolved. further. That this Lodge' vouches that said pett- 
Llouers are men of good moral oh amcf er. and are possosaed of 
the proper Masonic qualifies*. Lion*, belnjr competent m confer 
the d agrees of Entered ApEireuUce. Fc-now-Ci'ttft, and Master 
Mttson, and to conduct properly the business and ceremonies Of 
a Lodge without as&is«jmce from or her*- 



FORM OF A PROXY FROM THE GRAND MASTER TO 
A PRESENT OR PAST MASTER TO CONtiEUlLATia, DED- 
ICATE^ AND CONSTITUTE A NEW LOI>GE 3 AND TO 
INSTALL THE OFFICERS. 

UFifiCK of Tii k Grand Mahteji ok tu£ Grand Lodge 

Oy F. AND A. MASONS OF THE &TAT.B OP 



A. TJ. 18—. A, Xj, 63 — , 



all whom it may cr/ncer n—jgr reeling : 

Kuow ye p that, reposing full confidence tn the skill and Ma- 

*otiic ability of our Worshipful Brother t X, 

Grand Master of the M. W. Gh-and Lodge of 



do» by these presents, constitute and appoint him my Proxy, 
for mo and in my name* to consecrate p dedicate, and constitute 

■ — Lodge, No. — , and to install the officers 

thereof In due and ancient form, lie making due return to me 
of his do in gs in the premises. 

Given under my hand and private seal, at- w 

the day nnd year first above written. 

M. W, Ob AND MaSTKU. 



PETITION TO BE PRESENTED BY A CANDIDATE FOE. 

INITIATION. 

To the \t"QT&hij}f\U JtfhuU'r. Wardens^ and Urethral 

I,Gdff ti r JVov — i q/ F. and Alasort j *■ 

The petition of the subscriber respectfully showcth, that hav- 
ing long entertained a favorable o pin ion of your sincient in^Li- 
tution, he Is desirous of being admitted a member thereof r Lf 
found worthy. 

His place of residence is ; his age, years; his occu* 

pats on „ . 

Ctoeonorn ended by {Signed) A. 13. 



PETITION FOK AFFILIATION, 
7fa lh£ Worshipful JLfQfter, Wardens, and Urcthrun of . J+frjtt/^ 

The pet J Lion of the subscriber respectfully represents that he la 

ft Master Ma^on, find lias regularly clim.it ted from 

Lodge, No. 1 under the jurisdiction of the Or and Lodge of 

■ , and l& desirous of becoming a member of yonr Lodge,. 

His residence Is ; his occupation is. . Should 

faU petition be granted , he promises obedience to the by-lawn 
and regulations of your Lodge, 

Recommended by . (Signed) a. ±l 

This petition should be accompanied with aDimlt, 




PETITION FOR A DISPENSATION TO CONFER DEUREBfl 
ON T OR BALLOT FOIL A CANDIDATE IN LESS THAN 
THE REGULAR TIME, 

11 ALL, OF LGJMffi* Ho. — * \ 

, A- TJ. IK—. A. Jj. 68— * J 

To the AT. IF. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of ,* 

By a vote of this Lod^e, I am instructed to ask yon for a dis- 
pensntion Lo pass I lie ballot (or confer the degrees* as the caste maj/ 
6c) for M, A. B. P who liau petitioned this Lodge for initiation, (or 
ti onxi'otts to receive cf gprve* O, and Jfcf. Jif. cu (Ju can may 
be), at a special meeting to bp called for tbnfc purpose. 

M, A. B. Ik yean* uf age ; his residence la ; his occu- 
pation, is h The cjuss Is one of emci-geacy, for the reasonn 

following ; {Mere state at length the reasons why a dispensation 
a Jj o uZd be g ran ted in th e case] . 




O. P., W. Master* 



APPLICATION FOR A DIM IT. 

S A. IX IS j, A. L. 58 * 

7h ihe W&rshi&ftil Jtfaster, Wardens, and Mreihren vf JjoxLge^ 

JTow , 

The undersigned, a Master Mason, and member Id good stand- 
ing In your Lodge, respectfully aaks to withdraw from mem- 
bership, and that a dim It be Issued to him certifying such fact. 

(Signed) A. Et 

As every Mason (unless prevented by elicumstancGK) Should 
be aafHUatccl with some Lodge, whereby he may contribute to 
the support of its funds-tor reJief t reason* ought to be set forth in 
the Dunlt stating 1 why application is made therefor. 



APPLICATION FOR A DTpLOALA 

May be made verbally by the applicant in person, or through 
Fuiy brother. 



FORM 0~F A DIM IT. 



Hull of Lodge, "No^ ■, held at , by an- 

thorlty of the Grand Lodge of . I hereby certify thai 

at a meeting of ■ Lodge, No. ■ — » held on the 

tlay of A.D. IS 1 A. L. 58 , Bro. , 

by consent of said Lodge, withdrew his membership from the 
same, he being at the lime a worthy Master Mason t [here slate 
^fasonic official rank, JP, JUT-, 2*. W. T etc., as the case may be], in 
good standing, and having paid all dues assessed against him. 

By order of wild Lodge. 

, Beo*y. 

SE-4L 1 



FORM OP PROXY REPRESENTATIVE. 

lb the Most Worthipjfiil Grand Mmter % Wardens, <md Brethren of 
the Grand Jjodpe vf Ancient and Accepted. York A/ctjchis. of the 
State Qf * 

Tn cans&quauce of the legal representative of Lodge t 

INo. f held at p in the State of , being 

unable to attend the Grand Lodge, at its ensuing Grand Com- 
munication, Bro. was, therefore, at the (stated or special) 

meeting of said Lodge, held on tno day of - p A* IX 

IS , A- I*- 53 , dnly appointed and constituted as the 

representative of the said Lodge- 

Reposing 1 full confidence In bis integrity, skill, and ability to 
represent the same, I have therefore caused the Secretary Ui 
afiLx: the seal of the Lodge h e reto. 

„ W, Mm 

SKALi "I .Secretary, 



FORM OP KEEPING RKOORl>3 OF A 



A stated commanicatloD of Lodge* No* , w 

hoi den at ,on , the daj o 

f A. 18 1 A. I** 63 , 

Present: Bra. A, EV, W. Master ; Bro* B- C, S. Warded | Bro* C. 
D., J + Warden ; Bro, D. E., Treasurer ; Bro, E. P., Secretary; Bro 
F. U., &. Beacon ; Bro. G. I.. J. Deacon ; Bro. H. L., Tyler. 
JfemfeffTJ^Bros. M*, M, JT. N O., O- F; 
FiHtara^-Bros, Q,, Q.. R. t Ik S. 
A JJodge of Master Ma&ona was opened In due form. 
The minutes of the last stated, and Intervening special com- 
moolcations, were road And Approved. 

The committee en the petition of Mr. C. B*, a candidate for 
initiation, reported favorably. 

The committee on the petition of Mr. D. O., a candidate for 
initiation, reported unfavorably. 

The petition of Mr. EL P., a candidate for initiation, was with- 
drawn, 

A petition for initiation from Mr* G. K. t Inclosing the sum of 

dollars, and recommended by Bros. G. D. and H. received 

and referred tf> a committee of Investigation consisting of Bros, 
«. EI. r L. M., and O. P. 

A petition, of Bro. FL B. t for membership, accompanied with 
the sum of— dollars, received and referred to a committee of 
investigation, consisting of Bros, T. W*, M. L.» and E. D>, to report 
at the next stated meeting. 

A. balloting was had for the initiation of Mr. C.B., which was 
fonnd el ear, and he declared duly elected. 

A ballot was also bad upon the petition for initiation of Mr + 
D. C* which was not clear p and be was declared rejected* 

Bro* T» Y.* a Fello wcraft, having made application to be raised 
to the sublime degree of Master Mason, and having been exam- 
ined in an open Lodge of Fello wer&fts as to his proficiency in 
that degree, which examination being satisfactory, and his fee 

of dollars paid to the Secretary, a balloting was had, fonnd 

dear, and he declared duly elected. 

Tiro. S. K„ offered the following resolution, which was ad opted, 
bo-wi L : 

Jtfwfvnti That a committee of three be appointed to juirdinw 
a set of Jewel* for this Lodge. 



And: thereupon tee "W- Master appointed Bros*. Q, M. p K. R.„ 
and S. T. cald committee. 

Bro, T. Y. was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason, 
In due anil ancient form, 

Bro + & Jj. t a Fellowcmft, made application to be raised to the 
degree- of Master Mason. 

The Lodge of Master Masons was called from labor to refresh- 
ment, and a Lodge of Entered Apprentices was opened indue 
form* 

Mr. C. B. was initiated an Entered Apprentice In due and 
ancient form. 

Bro. D. J. t an Entered Apprentice, having made application to 
be passed to the i3ogree of Fellowcraft, was examined as to bis 
proficiency in the degree of Entered Apprentice. 

There being no further business, the Lodge of Entered Appren- 
tices was closed In due form, and a Lodge of Fellowcrafts was 
duly opened. 

Bro, S. I* was examined as to his proficiency In the degree of 
Fellow craft* 

There being no farther business, the Lodge of Fellowcrafts 
was closed in due form, and the Master Masons* Lodge called 
from refreshment to labor. 

The examination of Bro. S. L, being satisfactory, and his lee 
of dollars being paid to the Secretary, a balloting ways or- 
dered, found clear t and lie declared duly elected. 

A letter was read from Mrs, T. V M the widow of a Master Ma- 
son, when the sum of dollars wo ft voted for her relief. 

An. appropriation of dollars was also made to the relief of 

Brother , from , 



*.ELES KECEIYTED TELLS iGVfiltINO, 

Petition of Mr. Q. F „ , $ — . 

Fee of Bro . It. S ....... » «, 

Fee of Bro. T. Y „ 

Total amount received g 

All of which was paid to the Secretary, 

There being no further business, the Lodge was closed Jn dot 
Form and harmony* 

A- W. Ma St tin, 

E. F v SECRET Alt Y. 
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Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Wcxxlworth furnish all the 
music for balls, theaters, etc. 

Mrs. Cora Stebbins has few equals upon the piano, 
and surely none in affability. 

A number might be mentioned who are excellent 
performers, but these are the most prominent musi- 
cians of the village, and they deserve special men- 
tion. 

WABON LODGE NO. 305, A. F. & A. M. 

This lodge was instituted in 1871. The early 
records were destroyed by fire, which makes it im- 
possible to give but a passing notice of its early 
history. The first officers were: Albert Fox, W. 
M.; W. W. H. Gavitt, S. W.; W. H. Harris, J. W.; 
I. A. Fancher, Treas.; John Manners, Sec; L. J. 
Worden, S. D.; Charles Worden, J. D.; and A. B. 
Balcom, Tyler. The charter members were the fol- 
lowing named gentlemen: A. Fox, William N. Harris, 
William H. Gavitt, John Maxwell, Isaac A. Fancher, 
Seth T. Worden, Charles E. Worden, James Fockler, 
De Los Bramon, A. B. Balcom, Charles O. Curtis, 
and H. M. Gilman. 

Wabon Lodge is now one of the best working 
lodges in Central Michigan, and the present Master, 
D. Scott Partridge, is peculiarly well fitted for the 
place he occupies. For several years he has served 
the brethren in the capacity of Master, and their 
feelings toward him is well understood by the presen- 
tation speech delivered by Dr. S. C. Brown, Dec. 12, 
1883, and given on page 445 of this volume. 

The officers elect for the ensuing Masonic year 
are: D. Scott Partridge, W. M.; Wm. A. Stark- 
weather, S. D.; Daniel M. Witt, J. D.; Myron A. 
Nott, Treas.; William I. Cutler, Sec; Thomas Samp- 
son, S. D.; Moses Brown, J. I)., and John Maxwell, 
Chaplain. 

The prosperity of Wabon Lodge is only equalled 
by the harmony and good feeling which prevail 
among the brethren. 

MT. PLEASANT CHAPTER, NO. (II, R. A. M., 

was organized Feb. 4, 1884. The dispensation was 



granted authorizing them to work April 9, 1883. The 
charter members of this order were : Messrs. Rob- 
ert Laughlin, Mark F. Fasquelle, John R. Robinson, 
Silenus A. Simons, D. Scott Partridge, C. O. Curtis, 
P. F. Doods, E. F. McQueen, Wm. A. Osborn, Cicero 
Kimball, I. N. Shepherd, John Maxwell, Samuel 
Kennedy, Richard Hoy, James B. Kennedy and 
Henry Struble. 

The first officers elect were: Robert Laughlin, H. 
P.; M. F. Fasquelle, K.; J. R. Robinson, S.; S. A. 
Simons, Treas.; D. Scott Partridge, Sec; Chas. O. 
Curtis, C. H.; P. F. Doods, P. S.; E. F. McQueen, 
R. A. C; Wm. A. Osborn, G. M. 3d V.; C. Kimball, 
G. M. 2d V.; Jno. Maxwell, G. M. 1st V., and L N. 
Shepherd, Sentinel. 

Wm. T. Whitney was the first one to receive the 
degree of the Holy Royal Arch. 

The present officials are : Robert Laughlin, H. 
P.; M. F. Fasquelle, K.; I. N. Shepherd, S.; D. Scott 
Partridge, C. H.; E. F. McQueen, P. S.; W. J. Cor- 
bus, Treas.; Wm. T. Whitney, Sec; John Maxwell, 
3d G. M.; Cicero Kimball, 2d G. M.; John Rich- 
mond, 1st G. M.; Chas. C. Whitney, Sentinel, and 
John R. Robinson, Chaplain. 

The chapter is in a flburishing condition. They 
are pleasantly located in the lodge rooms of No. 305, 

A. F. & A. M. 

KNIGHTS OF THE MACCABEES. 

The lodge was instituted March 17, 1884, with a 
membership of 22 persons. The order is calculated 
to promote friendship and brotherly love, besides 
being a mutual relief association. The officers are: 
F. H.Tyler, Past Commander; Charles T. Russell, 
Commander; V. F. Conlogue, Lieut.; Fred Russell, 
R. K.; F. W. Ralph, F. K.; W. C. Dusenbury, P.; 
F. H. Tyler, Physician; J. J. Kitchen, Sergeant; J. 

B. VanFossen, M. A. A.; O. W. Stebbins, 1st M. of 
G ; F. C. Prince, 2nd M. of G.; I. L. Swan, Sentinel; 
and W. R. Sturgis, Picket. 
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KMEGHTS TEMPLAR PARADE. 



PAST EAILNENT C'OAI Al AKl>F:nS. 
Oliver C. Grujr. 1S61* JsiniH* A. TtljnmJ^ ISCS" 1 

John 15. Perkhjim. 
TJaonm* .1. Wadp k l&fl<4 nml Li" Gt-arp-i- .1. Bu r h&. liti" 
C«rp** \V, Malaga I £57- William I- Citeoa. iS-CS- 




PAtfT KMIXKNT 1 LA S UK El Li. 
Ki*:tratti II Biiiillt* 1BI7 S-S. SINS* Rub? i t M. U l- Arc hur . Lbbu 1 

Cnttti Ej Trimble. 1S&1* Thndore L". CLbson, 1SS io* 
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TABLEAU. 



United States of America. 
3. e e o . 

1L E. Sir Vincent LnraTjaTll ICarlbnt, Illinois* -Grand blaster. 

R k E. Sir Walter L* Jini^ Alabama, Dc|hi£y Grand Maxtor. 

V. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Afa^Kiehu&Gtt&n Grand Generalissimo. 

V* Sir LaFsiYette I-yttle, Ohio, Grand Captain General. 

"V. E. Bev, Sir Clinton Ltwsko, Illinois Grand Prelate. 

V h E H Sir Robert E. Withers, Virgmia,, Grnnd Senior WiirJeci. 

"Y". E. Sir Benjamin E. ItteharcUon, Teaa*,. Grand Junior Warden. 

V. E. Si r J aba W. Bimun^ New Tari^, Grand TrtKiE-nrer- 

V. Er Sir Theodore T. Fnrrin, Iowa, Grand .Recorder- 

V* E. Sir Jolm W. Wo<>dliiilL, Wisconsin, Grcuid Standard Iktnrur. 

V, I2. Sir Charles Wtu. Carter, Connecticut, Grand Sword rtoarur. 

V. E. Sir Oriti Wi.Jdi. Xi:w Vorfc, Cirurui. Wnnlur. 

V. E, Ear Hi nun T. Graven, California, Grand Captain of the Gnar<L 



Past Grand Officers. 



PAST GRAND MASTERS. 

■ 

1L I'l Sir liimjy l a iaLTnn]^ lViHjron^fn. 
M. E. Sir "VVlIUhltii Se,rall GardiMi^ Mjia^cluiscttB. 
00 



Freemasonry* 

W*j hax'* heard poreon^ ffLjjparuritlj in gcwd faith, declare that Ma- 
sonry seeks to Bet itself up as a kind of religion, thus inculcating 
teachings, which (mil expression In the suying of Borne of tho moniber^ 
that " they TTfint no better religion than. MAsonry*" Certainly HO ohb 
eomiout^d v?llh the Order will claim that it teaches any tiling lilut a 
roSL^iottF, dofiirm, or tk\tl A [.LzLb Lu Inculcate tliCr hr£UldCdt GatbyltiiiLY 
of thotig-ht and fcdinjg-, and nt the -wine time is fonnded upon the 
hrttaiditft principles i>f morality P Grand Chaplain John Webster, 
of Now York, cm<L-« k:i5hL : 

w Freemasonry never yet, as I Imvc beard, attempted tu work in im- 
cJcfl h It licver VE>t in filled hraiikSi into a ernaiium tbiH had no cavity 
for their reception, nor did it ever ecunJ bnrnnn blood courting tlirou^i 
a bortrt. of granite. Its mission is to improve, not to creute,, fthd the 
material for its n*e must be capable of being moidd^., or it cannot 
work it up, A^iln b Masonry is not religion, in a sectarian sense, nor 
a subflti tnte for it, m-ud ho vrhu pwtasds that* or d-uclarua at to Lu " sl 
gcjfod uiiOLi^li rclEgloi! " for him, hoists it out of ita legitimate place, 
in diets u|»n it a grievum wroan^, and lay a himself o[»j\\ to tho emapi- 
eiern of ignorance of its teaching's, Wtulo it immU^itcs a firm iairh 
in tho Tt^Iug staid divine fittribntes of God, almigljty mid eternal p lleeU 
whilo it includes within its itrknowludgLd hi^lhcrbettid, etandEiag fLcIc 
by flkLo upon tho siimc level of nwphww] p my Hebrew brother, wlio 
TPOrahlp* <rOcl in anaLy, bud myself, who worship ham trincir - and, 
while it presents to in^ s.e it d<reK not tu hiu*i thu story of Jkleflriah id 
ninny of its wrn«iQOEiius ; naad while ic Sttcidcates to Loth of li.i alike, 
reverence of the Divine Beln^ attention to I[3h word, nod iim>cutton 
for 31 is aad an all of our landnblo uudevtaking?s it imposes npon nei- 
titer religions dt^nnL It loaves that for a different department of 
rami's duties. It ie no jmbfititnto for lljnt dc^urLioiriLit, nc?vcr *W in- 
tended] to and never will bo pn^ndcd lo t>o, by tho woll-injetrncted 
ilason." 



